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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 





UNIVERSALISM ! 


¢)r all the different persuasions that are now, or have 


heen attempted to. be supported from the bible, no 


one sentiment has been more unjustly attacked, and 
re severely censured, than the doctrine of the Univer- 
[low ofien do we see the fact demonstrated, that 

n the bigoted, blind and superstitious fanatics, & eren 

; vho pretend to be preachers of the 
srel of peace, and followers of the meek and 
wiy Jesus, attack those who believe in God's univer- 
benevolence, do it with contumely, rancour, and 
alevolence. The opposers to Unisersalism seem to 
ve the most shocking and terrific ideas of the doc- 
: they pretend ; but, notwithstanding all this op- 
position, if we follow these szme people home, and see 
: ‘herr faith corresponds with their practice. Under 
hese circumstances, it is mo more than rightand 
just fo ask them this simple, poignant, and ecrip- 
ture question, “* What do ye more than others 7” | 
Lould imagine, if these people believe what they say 
they do, that they would not take any real comfort in 
thie world in believing in a divine revelation—or else, 
they would endeavour and strive with all their might, 
-, fo work out their own salvation with more 
fear and trembling. Dut where do we ever see any un- 
ommon exertion made by these opposers, “ to flee 
fom the wrath to come’? They scem to be easy 
and contented, and yet liable by their own doctrine and 


> 
pnceesanily 


creed, all this time, every moment, to he plunged down 
to the lowest Ae! But ah! the idea now rushes anto 
my mind, and I fully know what stratagem they would 
resort too; they would say, I am one of the ‘ elect,’ my 
belief corresponds with Calrin and his followers; and 
therefore, why need I fear? Here is the ‘ fast anchor- 
ed Isle the bulwark of their religion, and this belief is 





ro strong and sure, asto make them, to ‘strain ata} 
gnat, and swallow acamel. Woe unto you, scribes | 
and pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the out- 
side of the cup and of the platter, but within they are 
full of extortion and excess.” St. Mat. xxiii. 24, 25. 
How often are the Universalists aseailed with the fol- 
'g to all 


lowing expressions. First, your doctrine lea 
manner of wickedness and licentiousness ; secondly, a! 
good doctrine to live by, but not to die by ; and third-| 
ly, to cap the climax of all, itis said, that it isa pisouel 
doctrine. Now, it is a fact that all the above express-| 
ions are mere assertions of men, and no arguments are! 
ever brought forward, to support one thing which they | 
advance. This evidently shews that their cause is un- 
just, for whenever svflicient proof can be obtained, it 
ought to be presented to substantiate the fact, and 
then the matter would be settled. This, I am cer- 


| sincerely ask all those who deny this doctrine, how is it 


possible, because a person believes all the human fam- 
ily are finally to be made happy, that such a sentiment, 
as this, can have the least tendency or inducement to | 
} 


make him more immoral or licentious? {t has 


a nn 
own reasoning ; they ought to be considered as blind 


guides, as ‘having the form of godliness but denying 
the power thereof; from such turn away. For of this 


| fort are they which creep into houses, and Jead captive 


silly women laden with sins, ledaway with diverse 


the contrary effect, it is calculated to make us love one | lusts; ever learning, and never, able to come to the 
another as brethren—for ‘love worketh no ill to his| knowledge of the truth, 2.0 itedilasb—7. 


neighbour’-~and farther, for this reason, because it is 
contended by the Universalists, and upon reasonable 
ground too, that the time is coming when al] the human 
family will quit this earthly tabernacle, and their souls 
return unto God who gave them, and then all will meet 
together and be made perfectly happy in heaven ; this 
belies, T say, is far more consistent and scriptural, and 
more congenial to our natures and dispositions, then 
the idea to he forever separated from our dearest and 
nearest friends, and some to participate in eternal feli- 
city, and others in eternal misery. This is enough to 
make angels weep, for the vail of the temple to be rent 
in twain, the earth to quake, the rocks to rend, and the 
graves to open. Kind reader, only think of it, and any 
person of common feeling, and possessing any humane 
affeetions, in regerd to himself or any of the human fam- 
ily, must consider the idea to be shockingly monstrous, 
too bad an idee to embrace here in this world, and much 
more so to think that God should in any feture state do 
as many say be will, Let this point be settled by scrip- 
ture, and no one will dare or presume to overthrow it. 
“ For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared to a] men, teaching us, that, denying ungodli- 
ness and wovld!ly lusts, we should lite soberly, righte- 
ously, anc godly in this present world ; looking for that 
blessed hope, end the glorious appearing of the great 
God, end our Sevicr: Jesus Christ; who gave himself 
for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto timselia peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.” ‘Titus it. -11—14. 

Secondly, the next expression is, ‘ ihe universal doc- 
trine is a’ good doctrine to lire by, but not to die by ?— 
Now what kind of sense does this sentence contain ; 
why, none etall. Now many will say, if they believed 
this doctrine, they would commit all manner of wick- 
eciness, such as lying, stealing, murdering, robbing and 
eyary obscene act: if this be the care with such, ac- 
cording to their own statement, the pleasure of stuning 
is greater, than walking in the paths of holiness. The 
bible contradicts these unwarrantable assertions—for 
that says, ** The way of the transgressor is hard ;?— 





‘* But the ways of wisdom are ways of pleasaninecs and | 
all her paths are peace.” I leave this point by observ- 
ing, it is useless and time spent to ne valuable purpose 
to argue against any thing that has no sense or weigit in! 
it,-it is exactly what Selomon describes, “‘Vanity of van- 





ities, saith the preacher,vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” 


Thirdly, the last expression which will be notic- 
ed at this time is, this doctrine ‘is a devlish doc- 


Notwithstanding the universal doctrine has so many 
opponents and open enemies, yet, it is gloriously gain- 
ing the ascendancy over every other sentiment, and will 
finally triumph in defiance of anger, wrath, malice, 
biasphemy, filthy communication, &c. 

The aniversal doctrine is trae and scriptural.— 
God has displayed this glorious theme in his word 
and throughout all his works. God is, according to 
the prophet Isaiah, universally good, there is no 
langusge on earth can be plainer and more expressive, 
and no other exposition can be given than its compre- 
hending the whole human race in a state of salvation: 
Isaiah xlv. 22, 23, ‘Look unto me, and be ye saved 
all the ends of the earth; for! am God, and there i« 
none elve. I have sworn by myself, the word has gon« 
out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, 
that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shail 
swear.’ Jesus Christ was like his Father, for he perem- 
torily said, * And I, if [be lifted up from the earth, wil! 
draw all men unto me,’ John xii. 32. Take notice, 
kind reader, of the last words of this verse, * tall draw 
all men unto me.’ It is allowed by all, that Christ is 
now in heaven, for he said, ‘ | ascend unto my Father 
and your Father, and to my God and your God,’ John 
xx. 17. 
part of mankind which he draws go to hell, then ef 
course, Christ must be in hell as well as in hearen, or 
else he will not draw all men unto him. It would be 
very absurd and inconsistent, indeed, to convey the 
idea, that Christ was in heaven and hell at the sane 
time, in order to prove that he would draw all men unto 
him, and according to this-passage he must be a resi- 
dent in both these places, if he draw all men nnto him- 
self, allowing there is such a place as hell! Wut it is 
indubitably evident that Christ isin heaven, and all wi! 
come woto him and be saved, ‘ for he must reign till he 
hath put ail enemies under his fect. The Jast enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death,’ 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26. 

All the apostles and prophets were Universalists. For 
Peter relates the doctrine in full force, when he says,‘Re- 
pent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 
be blotted out, when the times of refreshing si:al]l come 
from the presence of the Lord, and he shal] send Jesus 
Christ, which- was before preached unto you: whom the 
heaven must receive until the times of restiiution of al/ 
things, which God hath speken by the mouth of all lis 
holy prophets since the world began,’ Acts iii. 19—-¢1. 
3t. Paw] was an universalist, for he positively declares, 
inl ‘lim. ii. 3—6, * For this is good and acceptable in 


° : ; s . . . s ™ . ° =o . my o. . H . 
tain, cannot be done, therefore, people who violently !trine.’ This is a glaring false charge. Tis shews | the sight of God our Saviour; who will have all men to 


oppose this doctrine, had rather, than search into it, 
resort to all manner of slander and vile detraction, ** For 
the light is come into the world aud men loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds are evil. For 
every one that doth evil hateth the light, neither com- 
eth to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved,” 


clearly, that those who make this declaration, ‘know , 
not what they say, mor whereof they affirm.’ It) 
shews their entire ignorance of the doctrine, for if 
they would carefully attend to the subject, and 
would candidly investigate it, and know what argue | 
ments the advocates of the doctrine used, they would | 


be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
For there is one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus: who gave himself a 


' ransom for all, to be testified in due time.’ 


The next passage that is worthy of notice is found in 
1 John iii. 8, and this clearly shews for what purpose 


Jobn iii. 19, 20. The last quoted scripture fully iliuci-| not, [ imagine, make such simple aud slanderous ohser- | Christ came into the world, “ He that committeth sin 


dates the character of all those who violent/y oppose 
the doctrine of Universalism ! 

I will now, in the first place, make a few brief re- 
marks on the above mentioned expressions. I would 





vations: and if any have examined the doctrine snd | is of the devil, for the devil sinneth from the beginning. » 
sec fit to make use of the above noticed expression, and | For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that , 


think it is true, all such theologians are to be pitied for he might destroy the works of the devil.’ In 1 John 


want of cominon sense to discern tle fallacy of their viv. 14, it says, ‘ And we have’seen, and do testify, that 


Now if Christ draw all men unto him, and if 
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the Father seut the Son to be the Saviour of the world.’ 
Saint John the divine establishes the trath of God's 
universal benevolence without any kind of dispute, and 
for any ene to attempt to equivocate upon language 
that is so plain and clear to the point, and try to make 
it appear that he meant something different, is nothing 
better than ‘ taking God’s name in vain.’ ‘The passage 
alluded to is found in Rev. v. 11—14, ‘ And I beheld, 
and | heard the ‘voice of many angels round about the 
throne, and the beasts, and the elders: and the number 
of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
t!ousands of thousands ; saying with a loud voice, wor- 
thy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
xlory and blessing. And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
-uch as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I 
-c ying, blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be 
vito him tbat sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
!.amb, forever and ever.” 

We need not refer to any more passages of scripture 
in order to prove universalism ; for the above mention- 
+ are sufficient to convince any candid and inquiring 
suind, that it is the sentiment of the bible. We repeat 
tie idea, that it is an undeniable fact, that the bible 
tcaches no contrary tenet. Therefore,weconscientiously 
««!] upon any one, who will come farward and prove 
from scripture that this sentiment is mof true. And if 
no one cannot disprove if fairly, then it is hoped that 
«/l opponents will not have the impudence and perti- 
nucity to terrify people with any more false charges 
uzainst the doctrine inquestion. You ought to remember 
what Christ told his opponents, the Jabourers of the 
vineyard, Mat. xx. 15, ‘Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with my own? is thine eye evil, because I 
am good.” And may you also consider what tie voice 
from heaven said unto Paul, for St. Paul says, ‘I heard 
a voice speaking unto me and saying, in the Hebrew 
tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutcst thou me? It is 
hard for thee to kick against the pricks, Acts xxvi. 14. 

To conclude—may the time soon come when all the 
deleterious creeds and vain traditions of men may be 
consigned to oblivion, and that religion which is from 
wbove universally prevail, the characteristics of which 
ure, ‘ first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, wilhout par- 
fiality, and without hypocricy,’ James iii. 17. We 
will close this communication in the words of the apos- 
tie Pavl, and may they be deeply impressed on the 
saind of every opponent: * Meditate upon these things ; 
give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may ap- 
pear to all. Take heed to thyself and to the doctrine; 
continue in them: for in doing this, thou shalt both 
save thyself, and them that hear thee,’ 1 Tim. iv. 15, 
16. ‘Consider what I say ; and the Lord give thee an 
understanding in all things,’ 2 Tim. ii.7. ‘ May the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.— 
Amen.’ R. C. 

Middleborough, March 15. 











FOR THB MAGAZINE. 


Raw 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


Rev. Str,—** Lead me in a plain path,” “Snow 
speakest thou plainly,” and “ open the eyes of the 
blind.”» Will you have ihe goodness, sir, to explain the 
following passage of scripture, from John viii. 21,— 
6 Then said Jesus again unto them, | go my way, and 
ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins: whither I 
go, ye cannot come.” The above passage of scripture 
is made use of by the-limitarians to establish the dole- 
some doctrine of endless damnation. And as there are 
many of the above denomination in this vicinity, and | 
presume in all other parts where your useful Magazine 
¢irculates, that.make use of the same passage for the 
‘game purpose, that is, to establish eternal dam- 
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nation, scare the simple and drive those who are better 
informed ; by explaining the above, and giving it a 
place in your Magazine, of which | am a constant read- 
er you will much oblige one whose greatest wish is that 
you may have new members daily added to the church, 
until we are all of one mind, and shall sing praises unto 
the Lord, and shout for joy. 1 am, sir, yours with res- 
pect. C. F. DELOS, 
Oxford, (Ohio) March 28. 


REPLY. 
Friend Detos is referred to what we published on 
the above passage, in volume Ist, number 43, page 170. 


—— 


FOR THE MAGAZiNF. 


Portland, April 13, 1821. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

DEAR SIR AND BROTHER,—I have a short Address 
before me which | delivered to the Universalist Society 
in this place, yesterday afternoon, which you are at 
liberty to publish if you please. ‘Though the sermon 
was written, it was in the same unstudied and artless 
style as the address... But some of your readers may 
not have resided so long in the groves of the Sciences 
and the seats of the Muses, but that a dish served up in 
this homely manner may be palatable. 

RUSSELL STREETER. 
An Address to the Patrons of this meeting, will close 
our present labours. 

BELoveD Friknvs,—You are doubtless sensible that 
the path which bas been pursued in this discourse, ex- 
hibits the foot-steps of but few of the clerical profession 
in our infant Commonwealth. For reasons whieh are 
more suitable for imagination than description, most of 
our sanctuaries annually resound, with the solemn call 
to fasting, by abstinence from food and the affliction of 
the soul, as the act of Aumuzli/y which the scriptures re- 
quire. Looking for so great an interest in the judg- 
ment of charity, as to be considered ingenous in the 
ground we have taken, decorum, as well as christianity, 
demands the same liberal views in relation to others. 
In the exercise of a meek and quiet spirit, that pearl 
whose mild lustre is of inestimable yalue,.we declare, 
we have no intention to be innovating and scismatic 
in the frank declaration of our religious sentiments ; 
and especially, in relation to the principal object con- 
templated by the appointment of occasional and annu- 
al Sabbaths, sacred;to humiliation and prayer. Should 
any inquirers for truth, demand the revealed authority, 
for this difinition and acceptation of the subject, you 
will refer them to the ** Thus saith the Lord,” by the 
pen of the evangelical prophet, Isaiah, 58th chapter, 
from the 5th to the Sth verse inclusive, ** The apples 
of gold in pictures of silver,” presented on ** the tree of 
life,”’ in Mat. vi. 16, 17, you will not forget to mention 
and recommend, as avery useful and safe antidote 
against the contagion of Pharisaic humility. 

In al] these things keep a single eye on the examples 
-of piety and moderation, recorded in the ‘* light shining 
in a dark place.” 

Professing the most Jiberal and enlarged views of the 
christian religion, contemplating its great and illustrious 
Founder as the equal Friend and Saviour of all sinful 
creatures; administering rewards to the virtuous for 
their encouragement and perseverance ip practical pie- 
ty,. and appointing punishments for the most benevo- 
lent purpose, the suppression of viee and the reduction 
of human pride and arrogance in the world, great is 
your responsibility, and numerous and important the 
expectations of those who witness your professions iu 
Christ. Christians, and the world in general, have 
great demands upon you, and reason to look for splen- 
did exhibitions of benevolence of heart and beneficence 
of conduct.. Should they feel your hearts frozen at the 
contemplation of a widow’s sorrows, and see you gaze 
with pitiless eye on the erphan family, drowning in, 
tears, or hear you express the least exultation at scenes 
of human wretchedness, would not your social and re- 








ligious union, prove a spot on the bright orb of our 
christian profession? Should the tongues which are de- 
signed for the music of speech, and the voices tuned to 
the melody of sound, become the jarring trumpeters of 
a brother’s faults, or defame the just reputation of a 
christian professor, might not our nnmerous friends ex- 
claim? “The beauty of Israel is slain, and the shield 
of the mighty vilely cast away! Tell it not in Gath! 
publish it not in the streets of Askelon! Lest the daugh- 
ters of the Phillistines rejoice; lest the daughters of the 
uncircumcised in heart triumph.” 

Reflect with deep concern, on the stand you hare 
taken, and the numerous indignities and insults your 
Master will receive, ‘‘if the light which is in you be- 
come darkness.”? Great is the responsibility you have 
incurred, and I pray you may strive to do honour to your 
vocation and profession. You are acting, dear breth- 
ren aud sisters, upon a social, moral, and religious plan. 
On those who patronize this meeting, gaze a thousand 
wondering eyes. ‘They stare upon you and ask—* |i 
these are sincere in their belief, why hold public mcet- 
ings, and sing, and pray, aud devote a suitable portion 
of their time and substance to the support of religious 
worship? Why build sanctuaries for the convenience 
of christian devotion, and exhibit evidence of zeal and 
an engagedness in such a needless cause? If they are. 
fearless of endiess wrath and wretchedness, why not re- 
cline on couches of ease and beds of roses, withvut these 
religious exertions?” 

To these interrogations yon will soberly reply; * 1! 
is our meat and drink to do our Father’s will. The 
paths of virtue are strewed with flowers of peace and 
the spotless lillies of sacred joy. Thus in@uenced and 
directed, our walk is made pleasant throngh a vale of 
tears, and all our afflictions are so consecrate, 2s on); 
to burnish and prepare us for higher degrees of glory in 
heaven. In so doing we have the exquisite pleasure o) 
feasting with our ascended Lord, who, when on earth, 
declared he was obedient and faithful for a similar rea- 
son.”” 

Convince them you are not like the idle soldiery tha! 
would make no preparations for their ewn convenience 
and happiness, unless compelled, step by step, by the 
point of a sword and the threats of a halier. You wi! 
be pious, if pious at all, in a most yoluntary manner 
Show the wondering multitude that you are.infeence d 
by the purest motives, and acting for the good of your 
families, and the rising posterity. Directed by heaven's 
quenchless lamp of love, may pure religion, a greatei 
restorative than the famed waters of Bethesda, revive 
and flourish among you. May ils mild radiance impart 
a cheerful aspect to the face of society. Devoted to 
the promotion of virtue aud religion, may your utmost 
exertions be crowned with success and the blessings of 
heaven. May our land be enameled with virtue’s flow- 
ers, and enriched with religious fruits, till it becomes 
the garden of the. Lord, the residence of the saints, and 
afford to all rational creatures, the delights of Paradise 
regained. And when, 0! when all these wishful eyes 
are closed in death,and these active bodies committed to 
the tomb, there to decay under the wasting dominion 
of time, till no vestige of their present forms exist, may 
your offspring arise to supply your places and reaping 
the full harvest of your virtues, pronounce on your 
memories a pratical eulogium. 

EEE 
ANOTHER OFFERING TO. MOLOCH! 

Iw Montville, Con. March 25th, Miss Elizabeth Beck- 
|with, aged 13 years, committed suicide, by hanging 
,herself: being under the impression that she could net 
obtain mercy through the merits of a Saviour. 

teader, this is not the fendency of Calvinism, but the 
actual consequence /! / N.Y. Gos. Herald, 


ww 
QUERY. 

iv has been said, that of all isms, the Rheumat-ism 
isthe worst! Is it not consistent with truth, to consi- 
der Calvinism and Rheumatism both, to be diseases 2 
Which is most easily cured ? Rheumatism incapacitales 
a man from doing harm— Calvinism, on the other hand, 
stimulates, even to self-murder £. 2d. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


wow 
To those who say that Universalism is a licentious 
doctrine. 


DEAR s1rs,— When I was at Leicester Academy in 
the year 1816, during the summer quarter, the Rev. Mr. 
Nelson exchanged with a neighbouring minister of the 
Calvinist order, who stated in the course of his sermon 
that ** A man might do what he would, if he was elect- 
ed he certainly would be saved; but ifhe was not elect- 
ed, or of the non-elect, he could not be saved, though 
he should live ever so religious, and observe morality 
ever so strictly.” 

Now kind sirs, be so good as to tell me, according to 
your own opinion which is the most licentious; for 
ministers to preach as the above did, or for them to 
preach as the Universalists do; who say that God is 
the most pure, wise, holy, benevolent, merciful, just 
and powerful Being in the universe ; that He never 
did, nor ever will, create a being which he did not wish 
to establish in a state of perfect happiness ; and that He 
will punish every one according to his deeds—and 
that He is a God of love, and to make his love manifest 
towards us, even while we were sinners, He sent his 
only begotton Son, to be the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world? Yours, &c. 5*s*2*]), 
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EXPOSITION OF SCRIPTURE SOLICITED. 


To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


DEAR str,—lIt is wished, if you should deem it ex- 
pedient and proper, through the medium of your highly 
valuable ard interesting paper, for you to give an expo- 
sition of the following portions of the holy scriptures. 
‘The particular ones referred to, will be found as follows, 
viz. Mat. v. 21—26, ** Ye have heard that it was said 
by them of old time, thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 
shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say 
unto you, that whosoever ts angry with his brother 
without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment ; 
and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be 
in Ganger of the council ; but whosoever shall say, thou 
fool, shall be in danger of beil-fire. Therefore if thou 
briug thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that 
thy brother bath ought against thee ; leave there thy 
wift before the altar, and go thy way ; first be reconcil- 
ed to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 
Agree with thine adversary quickly, whilst thou art in 
the way with him; Jest at any time the adversary de- 
liver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the 
officer, and thou be castinto prison. Verily I say unto 
thee, thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou 
hast paid the uttermost farthing.” 

Mat. viii. 28—34, ** And when he was come to the 
other side, into the country of the Gergesenes, there 
met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the 
tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by 
that way. And, behold, they cried ont, saying, what 
have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art 
thou come hither to torment us before the time? And 
there was a good way off from them an herd of many 
swine feeding. So the devils besought him, saying, if 
thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of 
swine. And he said unto them, go. And, when they 
were come out, they went into the herd of swine ; and, 
behold, the whole heard of swine ran violently down a 
steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters. 
And they that kept them fled, and went their waye into 
the city, and told every thing; and what was befallen 
the possessed of the devils. And, behold, the whole 
city came out to meet Jesus; and, when they saw him, 
they besought him that he would depart out of their 
coasts.” 

Mat. xvi. 24—28, ** Then said Jesus unto his disci- 
ples, ifany man will come after me, let him deny him 
self, and take up his cross, and follow me. For who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it; and whosoever 
wil] lose his life for my sake shall find it. For what is 
a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, aud 
lose his own soul? or, what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul? For the Son of man shall come in 
the glory of his Father, with his angels ; and then he 
shall reward every man according to his works. Verily 





I say unto you, there be some standing here which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom.”’ 

John xvii. 9, ** I pray for them: I pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou has given me ; for they 
are thine.” 

Rom. ix. 8, ‘* Therefore hath he mercy on whom he 
will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” 

2 Cor. vi. 2, (** For he saith, | have heard thee in a 
time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I suc- 
coured thee: behold, now és the accepted time ; be- 
hold, now is the day of salvation.) 

Heb. xii. 17, ‘For ye know how that afterward, 
when he would have inherited the blessing, he was re- 
jected: for he found no place of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears.”’ R.C. 

Middleboro’, April 5, 1821. 

REPLY. 

We shall endeavour to give our readers our views of 
the above passages, as concisely, and as soon as con- 
venience will permit. What we propose to offer at 
this time will be confined to the passage in the 5th of 
St. Matthew. Itis true that this passage has been ap- 
plied to a fature state, and much used to support the 
sentiment, that the wrongs and follies of this life are to 
be punished in another world, by tormenting the sinner 
in a never-ending burning. It is marvelous indeed, 
that divines, who believe that Jesus is the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world, should sup- 
pose that he taught that the sin of the world woald be 
punished, without mercy, in a future state, and to all 
eternity. 

That the Saviour was not speaking of a future state, 
in the passage under consideration, appears evident 
from the preceding words. See verses 17—20, ** Think 
not that I am come to destroy the Jaw or the prophets: 
|! ar not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily J 
say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till al] be ful- 
filled. Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these 
least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven : but who- 
soever shall do and teach ‘hem, the same shall be call- 
ed great in the kingdom of heaven. ForI say unto 
you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and pharisees, ye shal] in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Here let it 


deavouring to dissuade his disciples from the least idea 
that his doctrine would release them from the moral 
obligations enjoined by the law ; and to give them to 
understand that his religion would require a far ‘more 


the scribes and pharisees. Nota jot or tittle could be 
abated from the law, which required that its subject 
should Jove his neighbour as himself. But: we must 
carefully observe again, that the penal code of Moses 
could only regard the overt acts which were proveable 
before the constituted anthorities ; it could not pun- 
ish the thoughts of the heart, nor did it erect a tribunal, 
which took cognizance of all the angry expressions 
which men might speak to each other. But the doc- 
trine of the kingdom of heaven, which is a kingdom of 
righteousness and true holiness, a kingdom of love and 
peace, must, hold forth to its pupil the necessity of in- 
ward virtue, of real hearty, undissembled love; the 
want of which would as necessarily exclude the subject 
frem the holy habitation of righteousness, as the lepro- 
sy did its subject from health and cleanness. When, 
therefore, the Saviour spake of particular offences, such 
as being angry with a brother, or saying to a brother, 
Reca, or thou fool, he spake of offences which the let- 
ter of the law of Moses would not notice ; but though 
the penal code of Moses did not punish these offences, 
yet in the meral government, which notices every 
thought of the heart, and every word of the tongue, no 
crime could possibly. escape its due retrobution. As 
Jesus was in the constant habit of using figures and sym- 
bols in his comraunications, ‘t seems reasonable to 





suppose that be did in the passage under consideration, 


be cautiously observed, that the divine teacher was en- | 


rigid morality than was either taught or practised by |- 


when he spake of the danger of the judgment, of the 
council, and of hell-fire. These were means used by 
the law in administering punishments according to the 
nature of offences. What we here mean is this, Jesus 
made use of the means of punishment, in practise among 
the Jews, to represent the moral administration aud re- 
tribution which would be inwardly executed on all of- 
fenders. \ 

Perhaps the inquirer will ask, in this place, whether 
casting into hell-fire was a practise among the Jews? 
We answer im the affirmative. The word hell, in this 
place, is rendered from the Greek word geenna, which 
signifies the valley of Hinnom, which was near the city 
of Jerusalem, and was the place where the victims 
which were to be burned were executed, See Park- 
hurst on Geehenna. That the divine teacher had re- 
ference to a future state, when he spake of the fire in 
the valley of Hinnom, any more than when he spake of 
the judgment and of the council, we have not the least 
shadow of evidence. We have a passage in St. James, 
who was a disciple of Christ, and no doubt remember- 
ed his words which we now have under consideration, 
which we shall here subjoin to show that our applica- 
cation of this portion of scripture is correct. See 
James iii. 5, 6, “* Even so the tongue is a little mem- 
ber, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a 
matter a little fire kindleth! and the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity: So is the tongue among our members 
that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the 
course of mature ; and it is set on fire of geenna.’? Now 
turn to the words of Christ in the 5th of Matthew, un- 
der consideration, and we see that it was the use of the 
tongue of which the Saviour spake. But who will con- 
tend that James had any allusion toa fire in a future 
world? And yet if he had not, it surely seems that we 
have no more reason to suppose that the Saviour had. 

What is recommended respecting agreeing with an 
adversary in order to prevent being cast into prison, we 
| believe has no other than a literal application, It was 
avery wise direction to the disciples, who would be 
hated and persecuted. It behoved them to avoid giv- 
\ipg any man an opportunity for prosecuting them. 


To the Rev. Mr. Osborne, 

Dear sin,—During the discourse which you deliv- 
ered in Southborough Jast March, you stated, ** That if 
Universal Salvation was true, you should be AasHAMED 
to appear before the throne of God!” If you will give 
an explanation of what you mean by it, through the 
medium of this paper, you will not only confer a favour 
upon me, but upon many of your hearers. 
Affectionately yours, &e. B. Be****D, 


We would just suggest to B. B*****D, that we may 
easily acceunt for Mr. OsBoRNE’s being ashamed to ap- 
pear before the throne of God, if Universal Salvation 
proves to be true. After a man has spent years in de- 
claring to his fellow-sinners, that their heavenly Fathe; 
will certainly torture some of them, without mercy, to 
all eternity, it is not strange that he should fee] some- 
what abashed at beholding that God of love, he had so 
misrepresented, reeonciling all things to himself, and 
becoming all in all; and perhaps too, such aman might 
be alittle vexed at seeing all his horrid predictions 
brought to nought.. When good old Jonah found God 
would not destroy Nineveh according to bis preaching, 
he was so very angry that he prayed God to take his 
life.. He would have rejoiced to see the thousands of 
Nineveh destroyed, merely because he had been preach- 
ing such a fate to them. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


We have just received the pleasing intelligence that 
our brethren in Portland have come to the conclusion 
that the interest of truth in that Capital, requires that a. 
new Meeting House be erected for the use of the Uni- 
versalist Society ; and that the ground is purchased and 
the plan of the house drawn. May kind Providence 
ene them success, and shadow them with bie wingz-of 
plove. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


HYMN. 


«As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” 


In God's eternity, 
Shall there a day arise, 

When all that’s born of men shall be 
With Jesus in the skies. 


As night before the rays 
Of morning flees away, 

Sin shall retire before the blaze 
Of God’s eternal day. 


As music fills the grave, 
When stormy clouds are past, 
Sweet anthems, of redeeming love, 
Shall all employ at last. 


Redeem’d from death and sin, 
Shall Adam’s num’rous race, 
A ceaseless song of praise begin, 
And shout redeeming grace. B. 
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THOUGHTS ON THE DOCTRINE OF TOTAL DEPRAVTITY. 


** How complicate, how wonderful is man ; 

How passing wonder ke, who made him such ; ‘ 
Who center’d in our make, such strange extremes 
‘Of different natures, marvellousiy mix’d.””—Young. 


AS Deity has stamp’d on man, 
His nature, and his name ; 
There's no inferior power, which can 
Eradicate the same. 


If man is really so deprav’d, 
As some have understood ; 
There’s nothing in him to be sav'd; 
Since nothing there is good. 


For in that book Jehovah gave, 
I never yet could find ; 

That it was his design to save 
The fieshly, carnal mind, 


But in this plain revealed will, 
He teaches me to know, 

The “filthy must be afthy still,” 
And to destruction go. 


Admitting, ninefeen parts of man, 
God would, as dross, refuse ; 

This would not prove that °tis his plan, 
The twentieth part to loose. 


What tho’ on earth, the heav’nly grain, 
May grow with chaff’, awhile ; 

God's power will separate, again, 
The precious from the rile. 


When thorns which grow in nalure’s field, 
Are all consum’d with fire ; 

The soil will then the owner yield, 
The fruit he would desire. 

* Perhaps it will be -said, that the sentiment of des- 
truction, or annihilation, is repugnant to the soundest 
principles of reason or philosophy. ‘This is true when it 
is applied to any substance, orreality. But evil, assuci:, 
whether considered in its origia, progress, or fiual extine- 
tion, exists only in the motive or conception of finit. 
creatures. Considering evil, therefore, on a larger scale, 
in connection with the perfect plan of Deity, it ceases 
to be evil, because it is always productive of a greater 
good. Heuce the sacred writings inform us, that although 
the conduct of Joseph’s brethren was “‘ meant by them 
unto evil, yet God meaut it nato .”” The intelligent 
mind is therefore necéesarily led to the above conclu- 
sions, or there is no possible way of avoiding that most 
absurd error, viz, that there is an infinite and conse- 
quentiy an elernol principle «f evi) existing in the uni- 
verse, which sentiment leads to the Jestra-tion of those 
atiribules, which constitute the perfect cisracter of the 
Supreme anc Fiernal Jehovah ; which are, Infinite Love, 
Wisdoin and Power. 
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The heavenly part to God allied, 
He never will destroy : 

When in the fire of love ’tis tri’d,— 
*Tis pure without alloy. 


But all the stubble, wood, and dross, 
Are food for heavenly fire, 

The earthly man, shall suffer loss, 
And all his hopes expire. 


This fire of Jove shall sin o’ercome, 
Shall death and hell destroy ; 

And bring the soul in triumph home, 
To dwell in realms of joy. 


And since I have been made to know, 
And fee], this conquering love ; 
It constitutes my heaven below, 
And hope of heaven above. Ss. T. 








FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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THE PREACHER....NO. II. 


[ey APOLLOS. | 


“© Then cometh Jesus from Gallilee to Jordan unto 
John, to be baptised of him.””—Mat. iii. 13. 


Waat subject is there that can be of more impor- 
tance to Jews and Gentiles, to all ages, nations, tongues 
and languages, than this! Behold the Son of God, 
born to_bless the nations, and save the world! See 
him, who was born in Bethlehem, just entering upon 
his public ministry, the ministry of reconciliation, of life 
and peace. He has now been subject to his parents 
about thirty years, and all this time, Mary has ponder- 
ed in her heart, the things spoken by the ange] before 
the birth of her Son. 

Hiow solemn and joyful were the circumstances of 
that morning, when Jesus left hie father’s house to re- 
pair to the waters of Jordan, to be manifested, ‘* the 
Son of God, with power.” ‘his was a morning long to 
be remembered by Joseph and Mary. Long had they 
enjoyed his company, and his service. He had labor- 
ed with his supposed father, and was called the car- 
penter, and the carpenter’s son; but this kind of la- 
bour, and this domesiic pleasure are at an end forever. 

His parents might by him be thus addressed. Af- 
fectionate parents ;—the time is now come for us to 
part, no longer thus to dwell on earth. My father’s 
business which I was about in Jerusalem at twelve 
years old calls me away, and to this | must attend. Be 
not anxious for me; I am the Son of David, and right- 
ful heir of his throne, and shall reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, to your joy and the joy of the whele 
earth. There are scenes of sorrow for me to pass 
through, and your own soul will be a sharer ; but the 
glory and joy is beyond all thie, and te that joy I shall 
reach, and draw all men unto me. 

The ministration of death given by Moses, is about to 
close ; and the distinction made by that, between Jews 
and Gentiles is soon to be destroyed: Weep not for 
me, I shall not fail nor be discouraged, till I have set 
judgment in the earth, nor until the Isles wait for my 
law. I now leave all behind, to preach the gospel to 
the poor, to bind up the broken hearied ; and preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord. 

They part, and at parting weep, while he travels in 
the greatness of his strength, to fulfill all righteousness. 
From Gallilee he travelled to Jordan that ancient river, 
to be manifested the Son of God, and King of Israel. 
ie, among the many, presents himself to John, to be 
baptised of him. Tho’ John knew him notas the Mes- 
siah; yet he knew him as the Son of Mary, and @ rela- 
tive. Being comyinced of his superiority ,he forbade him 
baptism. The Saviour acknowledged himeelf greater 
than Jom, but told him both could do right only by 
what was required of a superior. 

John had told the people that he was only the voice 
of a greater; and that the Messiah should be kuown 
from all meu by this sign ; the spirit descending like a 
dove, and lighting on him. Perhaps John had told the 





people that the Messiah should be manifested in bap- 





tism; which might call the attention of thousands, who 
came to see the Messiah manifested. 

The people might say of each male led into the river, 
perhaps that is the Christ. The very Christ came at 
last, and John led him down the bank of Jordan. Some 
inquirer asks, who is that? Is that the Messiah? John 
baptised him; he is raised up out of the water that 
covered him; his countenance wears a solemn smile: 
and immediately the spirit of God gently descends like 
a dove. and rests upon him. Every heart Is filled with 
joy, and all exclaim—the Messiah! the Messiah! the 





Messiah is come; the King of glory is now seen in bis 
| beauty; men shall be blessed in him, al] nations shall 
i call him blessed. 

Nor is this the only witness; a voire from heaven. a 
| voice loud as thunder; yet mild as the dew drops of 
night, deelare, in the ears of thousands, © This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased!” How Gx- 
ed is every eye! How attentive every ear! and how 
warmed is every heart! Al] are prepared to bear this 
messenger of peace, whose lips are like lilliee dropping 
sweet smelling myrrh; while grace is poured into his 
lips; and he prepared to preach righteousness in the 
great congregation, 

Here the dividing line between the Jaw of Moces end 
the gospel is drawn. Here the ministration of death 
ends, and the ministration of life begins; here in the 
baptism of Jesus, the fiery Jaw ia guenciue 4 by th 
pel dispensation, whose doctrine drops hke the rain, 
distils ike the dew, as the smal! rain upon the tender 
herd, and the showers upon the Rin 

Here ended the ministry and baptism of Jolin, he: 
the gospel began, and the baptism of fire and the Loly 
Ghost, in which all nations shal] be blest ; cre by Sin 
whom God sent to bless the whole world w 1th Jife und 
immortality.—Amen, 
LO Le —~ _ = 

SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE. 

The Constitution frigate, Com. Jones, is completei¢ 
fitted for sea, and wi!] sail in a few dave tor the Med:ter- 
ranean, to relieve Com. Bainbridge, ia the Columbus 
|74.—Gaz. 
| Stephen M, Clark, whose execution waa to take place 
26th inst. at Salem, has received the indulgence of the 
| Executive Council, and his execution postpoued io the 





er ee 





. | LOth of May.—7b. 


| The sum of 115 dollars and 32 cents, was collected 

at St. Paul’s Church, on Tuesday last, for the benefit 
| of the Fragment Society, an Institution that merits the 
| assistance of every one, humanely and charitably dis- 
posed.—ib. 

Puniic Scnooits.—Rey. Warren Peirce is appointed 
Reading Master, and Mr. Samue] T. Adams, Reading 
Usher; and Mr. Barnabas Whitney, Writing Usher, 
of the new school in Derne-strect. Mr Luther Parker, 
Writing Usher of the Adams school ;—and Mr. Joshua 
B. Flint, Usher of the Euglish Classical School.-—Cent. 

Vere 

Erraia.—in the last Magazine, the communication 
over the signature, ‘* Spectator,’ 4th Jine of the last 
paragrah, for *‘ disbelieves total depravity,” read * dis- 
believes inherent total depravity.” 








MARRIED, 

In this town, on Sunday evening last, by the Rey. 
Mr. Dean, Mir. Jerrerson CLARK, printer of the 
“WN. EF. Galaxy,” to Miss Many Hawaes. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Calvin Thompson, of 
Middleboro’, to Miss Margaret Richardson, of this town. 

Mr. William F. Rackiiil, printer, to Miss Caroline 
Robbins. 








DIED, 
In this town, Mrs. Hannah PB. wife of Mr. Joshua 
Binuey, aged 45.——Mr. Conrad Ewinger, 43. Mrs. 





Rachel Smith, 62. Mrs. Phebe Brigs 3, 74. 
In Woburn, on Saturday iast, Mary Parker, only child 
of Mr. Luther Convers, 6 years and 9 months. 
As some fair fower that blooms in carly morn, 
By rude winds shaken, from its sfem is torn; 
Prostraice is laid on its cold evrtlily bed, 


~ 


Its leaves all faced, and its fr: crance fled— 





So thie dear child, ber pareat’s only fow'r, 
Bloom’d but to div, brighten’¢ but to low'r; 
Torn from their hoses & last sad embrace, 
To live with seraphs ip *). bounds of grace ; 
Her days of life were in early even, 
Her pareuts’ earthly ||.» bes ded to heaven. 
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